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Thursday 16 April 2020 Term 2 Week 1

Kia ora Ruahine Whānau,
I hope you are all safe in your bubbles and that starting
school again yesterday went well for you.

My bubble consists of my husband and me, our sheep,
ducks, a hen and a rooster. I have been out to the
supermarket and to get my flu injection. Isn’t it funny
how a ride in the car can be such a joy!
I have learnt that if you go to the supermarket in
Feilding about 7.30am on a Tuesday there is no queue
and I can use my parents’ gold card for their groceries.
I arrive at Mum and Dad’s house in their retirement
village to drop off their shopping and pick up the bags
for next week. I stand at the letter box and we have a chat before I head back home to my ‘office’ with my
beautiful view! It is lovely to see them each week but awful to not be able to give them a hug.
I enjoy posting on our Facebook page for you and love your knowledge of songs in our quizzes! Ka pai. It
feels like we are closer together when I read your comments or see your likes.
‘Ruahine Distance Learning School’ is well underway and our wonderful teachers have put a lot of time and
effort into providing your children with interesting, relevant and user friendly distance learning. I understand
that after a few teething problems at the start of the day yesterday most of you were able to access the
learning. Learning is planned so children are not sitting at a device all day. We want children to move, be
creative and have many experiences during their time at home. We also want to support you so distance
learning is enjoyable and not stressful. If things are not going to plan please contact your child’s teacher so
they can help you. Don’t worry if some days the distance learning isn’t working for your family, take a break
and take the pressure off.
On 20th April we will all find out together whether we are moving from Alert Level 4 or not. IF we move out of
Alert Level 4 we will then move to Alert Level 3.
The briefing today from the Prime Minister suggested that IF we move out of Alert Level 4 schools (up to year
10) will be open for children of essential and safe operations workers. Attendance is voluntary and whānau are
encouraged to keep children at home and remain part of the distance learning programme if they can.
Travel will be restricted, bubbles should remain as much as possible and schools will follow strict health and
safety guidelines.
I am expecting an update from the Ministry of Education (MOE) with more details. Once we have a clear
picture from the MOE our senior staff will begin working on a plan for teaching and learning in these very
difficult circumstances.
What we do know is that IF we open it won’t be until the 29th April at the earliest.

One thing I can assure you of is the MOE has been fantastic with their communication and advice. They have
been working some long hours to support schools and whānau as we embark on distance learning. They will
be contacting principals at the time of the announcement on the 20th so we have clear guidance on how to
manage the next phase. Our new normal will be quite different from our past school life. We know that contact
tracing, PPEs and physical distancing will be part of our new normal. I will continue to pass on information to
you as it becomes available.
There are many websites with information you might like to investigate.
https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/
http://www.karentuiboyes.com/2020/03/parenting-coronokids/
https://covid19.govt.nz/
http://www.education.govt.nz/covid-19/
Helping with reading at home link
I have been watching Papa Kāinga TV (TV2+1 and SKY 502 and some on TVNZ
On Demand) to check out the content while I am working and it is quite good! In
between tasks set by teachers, if your internet is playing up or if everyone just
needs a break, I suggest you give it a go.
Stay safe, be kind,
He waka eke noa - we are all in this together.

Snaps of some of our staff working in their bubbles.

And a few snaps of some of our kids.

