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Kia ora koutou,
Thank you all very much for the quick responses to our Alert Level 3 survey. I would have to say that the
information I had to give you as part of the survey was
very hard to write. These are challenging times, we are
under a State of Emergency which means we all have to
do as we are told! The information we get changes often
as the experts learn as they go. I have been very
impressed with our Ministry of Education who contact us
almost daily with information, instructions, advice and
support. When I wrote the survey information I wanted
you to be able to make informed decisions with an
understanding of what school has to be like under Alert
Level 3 and the expectations on all of us to stay in our
bubble. Below is a graphic that explains school
attendance at Alert Level 3.
At this stage I am relieved to report that we only have a
handful of students who need to attend school, so only
one school bubble! Mrs Gibbs and Miss Pryor will be at
school to look after this bubble. The children will
continue their distance learning at school with Lee and
April looking after them while continuing to teach their
own classes online.
On Wednesday Ali, Kate, Kym and I will also be at
school. After that, there will always be between one and
two other adults at school. We will be in a different
bubble in the office area and the children and teacher’s
bubble will be based in Room 4.
I have asked staff to arrive at school in time to greet students from 8.45am and to leave around 3.30pm. This
way we avoid seeing our cleaners, in order to reduce exposure to other bubbles. Staff will also be able to get
back to their own bubbles, and continue their online learning and planning.

He waka eke noa - we are all in this together

There will be NO distance learning on Monday (holiday) or Tuesday (Teacher Only Day) next week.
However, we are challenging our students to be creative and share with their teachers via Seesaw or email
how they are being ROCKERS at home. Photos, videos, pictures, poems, reflections, creations, anything they
would like to do that they can share with their teacher and class showing one, some or all of the ROCKERS
values.
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We also have our Anzac Day activities happening. You can email me
your photos of your wreath or poppies decorating your fence or letter box
and I will post it under the comments tabs on the Anzac Day Facebook
post. principal@ruahine.school.nz Keep them coming in and check out
our school Facebook page to see the photos!
Some of you might like to go out to your gate as a family at 6am on 25th
April. There has been a growing movement across Australia and New
Zealand to commemorate ANZAC Day by standing at the edge of our
driveways for one minute of silence. You might even have a photo you
can send me and I will post it on our Facebook page.
We hope you are safe and well in your bubbles.
Kia kaha everyone, be strong.
Sarah McCord
Tumuaki

A Message From The Board Chairperson
To all our Ruahine whānau,
I hope this finds you well, and you are all managing to keep yourselves safe and busy within your bubbles!!
Firstly, I just wanted to extend my appreciation to Sarah, Kate and Lee for the excellent leadership they have
shown during this difficult time. They have been working tirelessly to keep all of us informed, and to keep the
school operational under the ever changing circumstances we are now facing. They are all to be commended
for the calm presence they are able to offer us all during this time.

To all the teaching and support staff, I also want to thank you for all the work you have been doing to continue
engaging with our children, and to ensure that their educational needs are being taken care of. Your care for
our children can not be measured, and it helps to give our children some sense of normality at this time.
To all the parents, I want to thank you as well, for keeping your children safe, and for being involved to help
continue their education.
I know this has been challenging for all of us, but with the announcement that we are moving out of Level 4
lockdown, and schools are open to essential worker’s children under Level 3, I wanted to reiterate that it is
important that if you are able to keep your children home, to continue to do so. The health and safety of both
our staff and students is one of the key focus points for the board, and we want to limit the number of children
that have to come to school to ensure both our staff, and you and your children, are kept as safe as possible. I
thank you all for your cooperation with this, as I know you will all understand the position we have to take.
As a board we have total confidence in all our wonderful Ruahine staff, as well as the Ministry of Education, to
guide us through the next stages as we slowly get back to life before Covid-19. And as always, if you have any
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Bryn Quigan
Board of Trustees Chair

