
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                 
   

 

 NEWSLETTER 
Term 2 Week 8 

2020 

IMPORTANT 

DATES!! 

 Wednesday 1 July     

Ruahine School Cross 

Country (postponement 

date Thursday 2 July) 

 Thursday 2 July End of 

Term 2 

 Monday 20 July         

Beginning of Term 3 

Ruahine School Cross Country 

Wednesday 1 July. 

We are hopeful that by this 

date we should be able to  

allow familes and whānau to 

attend the event but this is 

not guaranteed. We will keep 

you posted. 

N.B. There will be no          

interschool event this year. 

To be in your      
children’s        
memories           

tomorrow, you 
have to be in their 

lives today. 

 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
It is hard to believe it is winter already!  It seems to have come 
around very quickly this year, and we are loving the warmer days 
that make playing outside more pleasant for the children.  
 
On Monday the Prime Minister will update the country on when we 
might move to Alert Level 1, and she has hinted that it may be as 
early as sometime next week.  We are awaiting information from the 
Ministry of Education on what AL1 will look like for schools so in the 
meantime we are leaving our current H&S plans in place.  When we 
have an idea of how the school will operate under AL1 we will let you 
know. 
 
As we plan ahead we are reviewing some of the new routines 
under AL2 that we may take with us into AL1.  For example,          
currently the bell rings at 8.50am for children to wash their hands 
and get ready for the day.  Teachers have reported classes are more 
settled and learning can get underway quickly at 9am with a very 
calm start to our day.  We have also noticed that with the majority of 
children arriving after 8.30am there is time to play and connect, but 
reduced time for arguments before school. Teachers are finding 
there are fewer social issues between children they need to help  
resolve.  We have also had feedback that for some parents the pick 
up at the end of the day is simpler.  We will be sending home a    
survey in the next few days to help us plan forward.  
 
Now that we are getting closer to AL1 if you need to have a         
conversation with your child’s teacher you may now contact the 
school to make an appointment for a face-to-face meeting.  You will 
be required to sanitise and sign in and out at the office when you 
come in for your meeting.   
 
Again, thank you for the way you have supported our school as we 
operate under the various Covid-19 Alert Levels.  A lot of time has 
gone into planning for each stage to make school safe for our       
children and staff.  As I noted earlier, we will continue with our      
current routines until we move to AL1 and we have received          
information from the Ministry of Education. 
 
Nga mihi, 
Sarah McCord 
Tumuaki 



 

 
 

From The PR Team 

Cross Country Update: This year’s cross country will be on Wednesday 1st July. We asked   

Riley F and Will why they like cross country and they said it is because they like seeing kids 

giving cross country a go and having fun especially in the muddy parts. Even though it can 

be difficult it is extremely enjoyable. 

Training Days: Hub—Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. Room 3—Tuesday, Thursday. Room 4—

Thursday, Friday. Rooms 5, 6, 7—Every day. 

Netball 

This year’s Netball begins on Saturday 20th June and will be held every Saturday. It is unclear 

when the season will finish this year. Teams are: C Grade-Year 2, 3 and 4. B Grade-Year 5 and 

6. A Grade– Thirteen Year 7 and 8 girls mixed into fair teams.  

There are netballs available in Room 9 to practice skills and Kelly Gillard will be supervising 

netball training at lunch time each week if anyone wishes to practice.  

Thank you from Myra and Jorja! 



 
 

 

 

    
 
 

 
 



    

 
 

 
 

Early Days At Ruahine School 
Here are some memories from past pupils of Ruahine from 1953 –1960.  

The building of the school baths 1953. 

The hole was dug by the only 2 frontend loaders in the district at the time. After the 
hole was completed to Education Board standards, it looked too small to the locals so 
they made it bigger! 

At first there was no filtration plant so once a week the water was drained, the pool 
scrubbed and refilled. What a job for senior school pupils with water, a bucket and 
scrubbing brushes. It was a whole afternoon out of class. 

When it was time to refill the baths, the culvert under the road had to be dammed up. 
At that stage it was an open drain that 
was used for the water supply and at 
times, after refilling, the new water in 
the pool was dirtier than the old water 
had been before the cleaning! 


