Ruahine School Newsletter
Contact: office@ruahine.school.nz

Term 4 Week 3

Phone: 374 9200 027 554 4551
Bank Account Details: 12 3442 0045840 00

Important Dates


Wednesday 17
November Ruahine
School Athletics *



Tuesday 30
November Year 8
Orientation Day
Dannevirke High
School



Monday 6 December
School Picnic *



Thursday 9
December School
Prize Giving *



Monday 13
December End of
Term 4 1/2 Day

* COVID 19 Alert Level
Restrictions may apply.

School Swimming
Our school pool has had a new heating system
partially installed with the rest of the work due
to be completed by the end of this week. Once
the pool has come up to temperature we will let
you know. We hope to be swimming sooner
rather than later. Watch this space.

This is the time of year when
planning for the year ahead is in full
swing. If you are going to be shifting
away from Ruahine during 2022
please call the office & let us know.
Likewise, if you have a little one that
is not yet on our preschool roll for
2022, please call the office.

Covid 19 Vaccination Update

Kia ora parents and caregivers,
Schools have been waiting for details about the public health vaccination order to come through. I can now update
you on how this affects our school. There will be more guidance for principals over the coming weeks so I will pass
on any information that will be helpful for you at that time.
From 15 November 2021 everyone who works with students must have received their first vaccination, and
by 1 January 2022 they must have received their second vaccination.
This includes:
• Principals, teachers and support staff
•

Contractors and tradespeople

•

Volunteers and any member of the community who are regularly on site when students are present

•

Helpers for camps, trips and events

•

Staff at venues where students may visit, e.g. swimming pools, camp sites, museums.

This does not include:
• People who are visiting the school such as parents dropping off and picking and picking up children, attending learning conferences or community evenings.
These must have been very difficult decisions for the public health team to make. It certainly has been difficult for me
as I have navigated my way through the information and how it affects us at Ruahine School.
You may have questions and I am happy to answer any that I can. Please feel free to contact me at school if you
need any clarification.
School vaccination register: Just as schools have done for many years when children enrol at school, I will be requiring parents to update us with their 12 and 13 year olds’ vaccination status. This information is kept confidential
as we only need to know a child’s vaccination status if an outbreak occurs. For example, at a previous school we
had measles in the local community so I contacted the parents who did not have children vaccinated for measles to
let them know. This way they could make the decisions they needed to for their children in those circumstances.
Vaccinating children for Covid 19 from 12 years of age is a parent’s choice and therefore vaccination for this age
group is not mandatory.
Our school will continue in the same way. We are still keeping our gates mostly closed while we are at Alert Level 2,
but when we are free to open up to our school families again parents are able to come on site as usual. I am not required to ask for or expect your vaccination information to be shared with me unless you are attending a camp or
helping on a trip or at school when children are around. This is similar to police vetting.
The information we have so far is that if you are on site when children are not at school you do not need to be vaccinated. For example at a PFK or Board meeting.
Face Coverings/masks: The public health advice remains the same. Face coverings are not required to be worn
when outside but are strongly recommended especially when you are not able to physically distance. This is why the
Ministry of Education has advised parents to wear masks when they are picking up and dropping off children, and
why our staff wear them at 3pm.
He waka eke noa, we are all in this together.
This is a time to be supportive and respectful of each other as we navigate these new requirements together.
Sarah McCord
Principal

Thank you for lending a hand with Lamb & Calf Day!
To:


















Don, Barry & Margaret Stephenson for allowing us to use the old Te Rehunga School grounds.
Lee Gibbs MC’d all day in the rain, then cloud and finally sunshine with some fantastic and witty
commentary!
Silver Fern Farms donated the meat for the steak sammies on the BBQ and Richard Thurston
and Kevin White judged the lambs for us again this year!
Alliance Group Dannevirke provided Ciaran Driscole for the day to judge our calves.
ASB Bank showed up with awesome gifts for spot prizes, and let us boss them around all day!
They helped out on the BBQ and kept the calves in order at the marshalling area!
Kevin McCord for helping to set up for the day, and cut up the meat for the BBQ;
LIC donated the ‘best dairy-calf’ ribbon and some fantastic spot prizes again this year.
Tararua Alliance for lending us their BBQ (and road cones!) and helping us set up the gazebos!
For Homes for letting us use their (heavy!) gazebo – thanks to Brad & Hollee for taking it back –
we still don’t know how you managed to squeeze it into your ute!
Fonterra for providing the kids with a yummy flavoured milk as a participation award!
The Ruahine Playgroup for allowing us to use their amazing facilities
Ali in the office – without you we couldn’t make events happen! Your there to collect the entries, print out our programmes and write out the certificates (and the thousand other things
that you do to make things run smoothly!)
Vanessa Dorreen-Jenkins gets a special mention for her tireless dedication – not only can she
back a trailer like no-one we’ve ever seen before, but she gave her time to lend a hand setting
up the day before and getting everything put back away!
All the guys and gals on the BBQ and behind the scenes: Kirsten, Toni, Paul, Naomi, Rachel, Diane, Derek, Hayden, Charlotte – you guys rock!
Last but not least the kids and parents that worked so hard on their lambs and calves, and made
the day super special! Thanks for jumping in where needed and lending a hand!

Hopefully we haven’t missed anyone off the list, but if we have, please accept our thanks for all that
you do to help make amazing memories for our kids!

From the Ruahine School Parents for Kids (PFK)

