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Kia ora koutou, 
 
As a country we are moving to the new Covid 19 Protection Framework (traffic light system) 
next week.  In the next few days I expect to receive information about what that will look like for 
schools.  However, I do need to let you know that our plans for prize-giving will remain the same 
because this is a huge event that takes weeks to organise and practice for.  When I am notified of 
what the protection framework will look like for schools I will let you know.  Then we will wait to see 
what colour our district will be at.  I know this brings uncertainty, but I will do my best to keep you 
informed as we go. 

 
You will have received an email from me on Monday about safety in our car park.  I have noted the 
key points below.  Please read these and follow the instructions that are designed to keep your 
children safe.   
 
Covid Requirements 

1. Masks must be worn at all times by people over 12 years of age when collecting children 
after school.   

 
2.If you have a mask exemption please keep your distance from others.   

 
3. Stay 2 metres away from other people. 

 
 
Car park requirements 

1. Drive at walking pace only.  Speed limit signs for 5kms per hour are being ordered. 
 

2. If you must wait in the ‘corral’ area please do so at a distance from others and leave as soon 
as you have your children.   

 
3. Please do not stay to chat in the car park, and if you do need to talk with someone, wear 
your mask.  

 
4. ONLY CROSS at where the staff member is with the cone.  I implore you to keep to this rule 
and not to jaywalk.  This is becoming very hazardous. 

https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/covid-19-protection/


 
6. If you are parked on the school side of the car park please walk along the fence line to your 
car and not behind cars. 

 
 
 
Staff update: 
Mrs Karena was farewelled last week as she headed off on maternity leave.  Thank you to the 
many people who made Emily feel so special.  We will miss her while she is away and look forward 
to meeting her new pēpē and seeing her back at school later next year. 
 
Kelly Gillard has moved from Room 3 to Room 6.  We are so grateful for Kelly’s teaching skill and 
passion.  Room 3 loved having her as their teacher while Mrs Senior was away in the Czech        
Republic and now Room 6 are loving her as their end of year teacher. 
 
Mrs Senior has settled into Ruahine life again and we are loving having her back with us.  Iveta had 
a special time with her parents in Czech, creating new memories and having the time to focus on 
being a daughter.   
 
Mrs Greer and I have handed our Room 6 class over to Kelly.  We loved teaching such a wonderful 
group of children.  They filled our kete with sunshine!  Kate is now teaching in The Hub while Mrs 
Karena is away.  She is very much enjoying her class. 
 
I am so grateful to all of our staff who have taken on extra responsibilities while we are short 
staffed.  Our team is so talented that they can teach and support at all levels of the school with short 
notice and with a smile! 
 
Miss Angelica Appleton is visiting our school in a couple of weeks.  Angelica will be teaching 
Room 6 next year so she will be meeting with the Pounamu team teachers and getting to know 
some of our children.  We are very much looking forward to working with Angelica next year. 
 
Take care everyone, it has been quite a rollercoaster again this year.  But we are getting through it 
together! 
 
Kia kaha, 
Sarah McCord 
Tumuaki 

Important Dates 

 Tuesday 30 November Year 8 Orientation Day Dannevirke High 

School* 

 Monday 6 December School Picnic * 

 Wednesday 8 December Year 8 Dinner* 

 Thursday 9 December New Entrant—Year 7 at Ruahine School* 

 Thursday 9 December Year 8 Prize Giving at The Hub* 

 Monday 13 December End of Term 4 1/2 Day* 

 

* COVID 19 Alert Level Restrictions will apply to all of these events. 



School Picnic 
 

We are very much looking forward to our school picnic on December 
6, this coincides with our mufti fundraiser organised by Shawn 
Doreen-Jenkins. This will be an onsite event with staff and students 
only. There will be bouncy castles, swimming, wheels (bikes and 
scooters with helmets and shoes), QEII and craft activities.  
The PFK are also supporting us with hot chips and an ice cream, in 
separate serving containers. Please send a reminder to your        
classroom teacher if there are food allergies that we must be aware 
of. 
We are looking forward to our end of year picnic with the children 
after an up and down year. 
A separate notice with more details will go 
home on Monday. 
Ngā mihi 
Lee Gibbs 



Shawn’s Mufti Day 6 December 2021 
Shawn Dorreen-Jenkins is asking for your help to make Christmas a little bit 
brighter for those in our area who are facing challenging times. 

Come to school on Monday 6 December in your mufti. BUT instead of a coin  
donation please bring along an item of non-perishable food. This could include, 
pasta sachet meals, rice sachet meals, noodle meals or any canned food you can 
spare. All the donations will then be delivered, by Shawn, to the Dannevirke 
Salvation Army for their food bank.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Shawn for coming up with this 
idea. You truly are a RUAHINE ROCKER!  

 

Last day tomorrow, Thursday 25 November, for 

Lucky Book Club orders. Please hand these in to 

the school office.  

Thanks to our       

wonderful caretaker 

Karen, our pool is up 

& running & the kids 

are enjoying lunch 

time swims.  

Junior swim Monday 

& Wednesday.      

Seniors swim Tuesday 

& Thursday. 

WHITE RIBBON ROCK 

HUNT 

Shine A Light On  

Violence Prevention 

Yesterday Dannevirke Police dropped off 5 rocks 

for the White Ribbon Hunt. Mrs C hid them around 

the grounds of the school & at morning tea today 

the kids were let loose to go find them. The lucky 

finders were: Sienna, Emma, James, Navallie & 

Jake. These guys will receive a prize when they 

take their rock back into REAP.  


