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Kia ora e te whānau,
Last week Pounamu team held their swimming celebration at school. It was lots of fun and the
children enjoyed showing their friends the skills they had learnt and confidence they had gained in the
pool this term. Yesterday, Years 4 to 8 had a wonderful swimming sports day at Wai Splash while the
Year 3’s from Kupe team had an extra special swim day with Mr Dewar at school. We knew that many
schools had to cancel their swim sports days but we were determined to find a way to go ahead so the
children had the opportunity to compete, share and carry on with school as they know it.
The teachers have been delighted with the progress and confidence children have made this
swimming season. While we would have loved to have you all with us, we were relieved to find a way
to continue with the swimming curriculum so the children didn’t miss out. Our fingers are crossed for
next year so we can all gather to celebrate the children’s swimming progress again!
Please continue to send your children to school with their swimming togs so teachers can still take
children swimming, even if it is not as regular as the previous weeks.

The junior playground is still waiting for bark. Unfortunately this is a supply problem and we can’t
speed it up. However, we have changed the area that is roped off so the children can use a small part
of the playground that has enough bark to suffice for now. Yesterday while Kupe team was away,
Pounamu enjoyed the run of the school! They played on the trampolines and in the sandpit with great
joy!
The Ministry of Education has sent schools masks for staff and a few extra for students if they lose
theirs. So we will now not have to begin charging for children who come into the office in need of a
mask. We are so pleased with how well our students manage mask wearing during the day. We do still
occasionally have the odd student who chooses not to wear their mask on the bus. Unless your child
has an exemption all children in Year 4 and up (or 8 years old and over) must wear a mask when on
buses. Please can you remind your children of this.

Our carpark is quiet at the moment because we have a number of families isolating, or children home
sick with bugs, coughs and colds. Thank you for the way you move around the car park to keep our
children safe. Please remember to;
1. walk along the fence line by the school
2. cross by the cone I have in the carpark then walk with your children on the grass strip.
Please do not ‘jaywalk’ or walk behind parked vehicles with your children. Drivers cannot see young
children when they are backing out and we want to teach our children to never walk behind cars in any
carpark. They learn by watching us.
As more children are isolating we are sending more packs home to support their learning at home.
Teachers are still teaching their classes so the home learning packs are the best way we can manage
both home and school learning. Some schools have online learning underway because more children
are at home than are at school, and sadly some schools have moved to total home learning due to the
many cases of Covid they are managing. Our aim is to keep our school open for your children and so
far we are all working together to achieve this. I am very grateful to our staff, students and to you at
home for supporting our work to remain open. If you are isolating please keep in touch with your
child’s teacher. If you are isolating for more than 2 weeks you can send the work back to school and
the teacher will organise a new pack for you. If you have any questions please contact your child’s
teacher or call Ali in the office. This is not an easy time so do contact us if we can help you in any way.

Ngā mihi nui,
Sarah McCord
Principal

2022 Senior Swimming Sports Results

SENIOR
BOYS (>12
years)

SENIOR
GIRLS (>12
years)

INTERMEDIATE BOYS

(10-11 years)

INTERMEDIATE

JUNIOR BOYS
(<9 years)

GIRLS
(10-11 years)

1st Brae
Pinfold

1st Alice
Baxter

1st Ethan
Augustine

1st Georgia
Charlton

1st Jack
Marshall

2nd Kadin
Boustead

2nd Lily
Brooks

2nd Will
Hogan

2nd Milla
Bowie

2nd= Vince
Caswill

3rd William
Easton

3rd Georgie
Hogan

3rd Jake
Melvin

3rd Maddie
Brooks

2nd= George
Baxter

JUNIOR
GIRLS (<9
years)
1st Ivy Haye
2nd Indie
Fowler
3rd Addison
McKernon

FROM THE PFK


Next PFK Meeting 22 March 2020 7pm in the school staffroom



Look out for us on Facebook. Ruahine School Parents For Kids-PFK



Easter Raffle—We are busy organizing another Easter Raffle. We would like to
ask families to please donate an item for the baskets. Anything chocolate
themed would be fantastic. You can get your child to drop these into the school
office from now on. Each family will be given a small
number of tickets to either buy for themselves or sell to
friends & family. This has been a great fundraiser in the
past & we hope to make lots of money with this year’s
raffle. Tickets & more information to follow.



Cuba Street Bakehouse Pie Fundraiser—These pies are super tasty & very
reasonably priced. All eldest children in each family
have been given an order form to take home today.
There is also an order form on the next page of this
newsletter. Orders need to be in to the school office
by Wednesday 13 April 2022. Pies will be ready to
pick up on Friday 13 May 2022.



Friday 8 April 2022 2.30pm. More information to
follow.

