
Ruahine School Newsletter 

Term 3 Week 3  2022 

Contact: office@ruahine.school.nz 

Phone: 374 9200    027 554 4551 

Bank Account Details:12 3442 0045840 00 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 Wednesday 10 August    

Learner Led Conferences 

3.15pm-6.00pm 

 Wednesday 7 September   

Board Of Trustee  Voting 

Closes At Noon  

 Saturday 17 September    

Ruahine School Quiz 

Night 

 Thursday 29 September 

Last Day of Term 3 

 Friday 30th September 

Teacher Only Day School 

Closed 

SICKNESS 

We are experiencing a surge in sickness 

here at school which is affecting children 

as well as staff. Please, if your child has a 

runny nose or cough, keep them home 

until they have a clearance from a health 

professional to come back to school. We 

understand that it is not always easy to 

juggle time off work when children are 

sick and we thank you for your             

understanding and co-operation. 

Please return the following items to the school office:  

Sports tops/uniform issued for the 7 Aside Tournament, Lamb & Calf Day trophies/

cups. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION 2022 

7 PARENT REPRESENTITIVES 

 

BRYN QUIGAN 

AIMEE CHARMLEY 

CORY FOWLER 

CHRIS CHAPMAN 

SOPHIE LESLIE 

KAHLIA CHRISTISON 

BRIAN KNIGHT 

 

We will now be proceeding to an election.  

 Papers on how you vote electronically will be 

distributed by email today Wednesday 10   

August 2022.   

 Voting will close at 12 noon on Wednesday 

September 7th 2022. 

 Candidate statements can be read on the    

following pages. 

 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION 2022 
BRYN QUIGAN 

Hi, I am Bryn Quigan and I am putting my name forward to be involved with the Board of Trustees for 

Ruahine School for the next 3 years. I am an Agribusiness Regional Development Manager for Aon 

Insurance Brokers, but also have a small 50acre block within the community and try to keep my 

hands dirty milking cows whenever I can. My wife and I currently have 3 children at Ruahine School, 

aged 10, 8 and 6, so as a family we are involved across all age groups of the school. In my current role 

as the Chairman of The Board of Trustees for Ruahine School, I have been involved in the governance 

of the school, and have really enjoyed being part of our school community. I have also been involved 

in coaching some of the Ruahine rugby teams over the last 4 years, and this involvement has also 

lead me to being the current chairman of the Dannevirke JAB. I am really keen to make our school 

the best environment possible for all our children to learn and grow, and am looking forward to 

getting the opportunity to do that again.  

 

AIMEE CHARMLEY 

My name is Aimee Charmley and I am standing for the Ruahine School Board. I have been on the 

Ruahine Board of Trustees since 2019 and I have held the Finance portfolio. I enjoy contributing to 

the Board of Trustees and I truly believe we have a great local community and fantastic school where 

learning thrives and our children’s education is prioritized. Sarah McCord and her team are            

passionate about Ruahine School and all of the children’s learning and it is important that the Board 

continues to support them. I believe that my local government experience, farming and business 

background provides a unique skill set that is beneficial for the Board. My husband and I own a dairy 

farm on Maharahara Rd in Dannevirke. I also work at Tararua District Council as the Team Leader for 

Planning Services. We have two children Cooper (8) and Sienna (6) and they both attend and enjoy 

the learning environment that Ruahine School offers. I wish to continue to make a contribution to 

the school and help support Sarah McCord and her team at Ruahine via the Board of Trustees and 

welcome your support.  

 

CORY FOWLER  

Hi my name is Cory Fowler and I would love to stay on the board, as I have really enjoyed my time as 

a current representative and I think I bring a lot to the team. My skills, knowledge and hands on    

approach to helping out and getting stuck in around the school with projects, etc. I think shows, 

which at the end of the day is to help out for the kids to give them a better future, and learning      

experience so that they enjoy coming to school. Which I would like to think this takes stress off     

others that might not know who to contact or were to start looking, and I think helps so their        

resources and time can be used elsewhere. I would like to think I bring diversity and strength to the 

wonderful board team that we currently have also, and I can fit in and work with who ever I need 

too, so as the tasks set get reached.  

 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION 2022 
CHRIS CHAPMAN 

I am an ex Ruahine School student, with all my primary school years spent at Ruahine in the '90s. My 

two daughters, Lilly and Emma, now go to Ruahine and I've been on the BoT for the last year or so. I 

see my role on the board is to help set the school's direction and ensure it is performing well for   

students and the broader community. The decisions we make today should make Ruahine school 

better for current students and future generations. I am Tararua District Council's Infrastructure 

Group Manager, and have a background in infrastructure asset management - something I can apply 

to overseeing the management of the school and, hopefully, influencing the Ministry of Education. 

I've also been involved in governance roles for infrastructure sector organisations, both in NZ and in 

Canada.  

SOPHIE LESLIE 

Kia ora, my name is Sophie Leslie. I grew up in Dannevirke and am married to Matt Leslie. I have 

three children, two of whom are Ruahine School students. We attended university and started our 

careers in Palmerston North until 2015, when we made the move ‘home’ to Dannevirke to offer our 

children the rural upbringing that we had the privilege of experiencing as children. I am the head 

teacher at Kids Castle and co director of our business Boyden Transport alongside my husband. 

When we were looking for the right school for our oldest son, we visited Ruahine and were            

impressed by the strong value system and learning opportunities that are not readily found in bigger 

schools. We fell in love with the tight knit school and dedicated teachers and families who have a 

true understanding of what it means to be a community. I have a special interest in educational    

policy and ensuring that Ruahine School remains a community focussed school where all children 

have the  ability to thrive. I would love the opportunity to be a parent representative on our school 

board and look     forward to sharing my knowledge of the education sector along with my passion 

for supporting learning and development with our school community.  

 

KAHLIA CHRISTISON 

Hi, my name is Kahlia Christison; mum of four beautiful children, three of whom are at Ruahine 

School and one who starts early next year. I am wife to my supportive husband, Shaun and together 

we have Dannevirke Mini Diggers. I also work as the Administrator and Grants Coordinator for the 

Dannevirke Sports Club and work for Apipac. My interests lie in finding projects and initiatives that 

benefit the youngest members of our community. I have lots of knowledge around sustainability and 

love sharing this with others. I hope to use my skills and interests as a board member to provide our 

Ruahine Students with resources and opportunities to enhance their learning. I believe our biggest 

asset is our community- all the parents, family and friends of the students and school have so much 

knowledge to offer and believe we can always look for more ways to strengthen this connection.  



BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION 2022 

BRIAN KNIGHT 

 I’m 37 years old and have lived in/around Dannevirke all my life. I have an amazing and supportive 

wife and we have a 10 year old boy who means the world to us both. He has been at Ruahine School 

for 4 years now and is really enjoying his time at school. After leaving High School I gained my        

National Certificate in Motorcycle Engineering as I had a passion for fixing things. I did this for 7 years 

but was hungry for a new adventure in another field that I also had a passion for-Aviation. I worked 

as a ground crew/mechanic for 3 years which was certainly an adventure as I got to work around and 

fly helicopters all around NZ which I loved. During this time, I ended up in the fertilizer industry and 

then the honey industry. It was a great time, with heaps of challenges along the way and I managed 

to successfully complete some massive projects on the journey. I’m particularly proud and grateful 

for the experience over this time, helping establish and grow the two large companies. I then made 

the move to go self employed and focus on Engineering and Consulting. After that, for the last two 

and half years my wife and I have been running our own Honey packing Company (Apipac) which 

keeps us very busy. I would like to get the chance to be on the Ruahine School board of trustees and I 

hope to add value by being a fresh set of eyes and ears. The education of our children is such an    

important part of their lives and its essential that the board are there to provide support to the 

school to ensure that it does everything possible to help the students reach their potential during 

their time at school. The last few years have certainly taught me to think very critically and not to be 

shy to challenge decisions and views. I guess if you could sum me up in just a few words they would 

be- Honest, innovative, dedicated and passionate.  

 



 

Pre-sales for school are now open! 



 

 

 

 

This year The PFK Committee are running a “Quiz Night” fundraising event on Saturday, 17th September 2022. The 

theme will be ‘Growing up 90’s’ and it will be held at The Dannevirke Club Rooms, on High Street. This is our major 

fundraiser for the year and your support is greatly appreciated. Our 2021 “Star's in Their Eyes” event was very 

successful and we hope, with your help, 2022 will be another successful night.  

Throughout the past few years, The PFK have asked our school families to “Fill a Bucket” as their contribution 

towards our raffle prizes. Although this has been a great option in the past for you to support our event, this year 

we would like to try something different. 

Below are some donation options for you to choose from, should you wish to support us. We are hoping this will 

make it easier on you as The PFK will do all the work by using these donations and sourcing prize items ourselves. 

Please tick any applicable donation options listed below:  

 $5 Donation  

□ Yes I would like to donate $5 towards a raffle prize 

$10 Donation 

□ Yes I would like to donate $10 towards a raffle prize 

Donation or Voucher  

□ Yes I would like to donate a monetary sum of $ __________________ towards a raffle prize 

OR, a voucher from __________________ to the sum of __________________ towards a raffle prize 

 

Any cash donations received will be put towards our prizes for raffles. 

Please either return your donations to Ali in the School Office, or pay online into our PFK Bank Account  

(using Quiz Donation as reference) Before Monday 5th September. 

 

(Ruahine School PFK bank account no. 03 0614 0561726 000) 

 

The PFK Committee would like to thank you in anticipation. 

Kind regards, 

Toni Chapman and Kirsten Prenter 

PFK Chairpersons 



2022 Lamb & Calf Day 

Wednesday 19 October 

Before the long weekend! 

Please return all cups & 

trophies to the school  

office.  

Lambs must be born after        

1st August 2022 

Calves must be born after        

20 July 2022 

Ruahine School 
Quiz Night 

We need volenteers to help us with      
waitressing or kitchen duty on the 

night.  
If you are able to help us out please      
contact either Kirsten 027 203 8027 

or  
Toni 027 635 5805. 

 

PFK NEWS 





Lunch Orders Week 3 

Due to a shortage mince pies will be unavailable 

next week. These will be replaced by Bacon & 

Egg pies $3.00. 

WINTER LUNCH ORDER LIST  

 

1/2 Ham/Chicken Wrap                                              $3.00 

Filled Roll Chicken or Ham                                         $4.00 

Mince Pie                                                                    $3.00 

Mince & Cheese Pie                                                   $3.00 

Sausage Roll                $1.50 

Mini Savoury                                                               $1.20 

Hot Dog                                                                       $2.50 

Chicken Burger                                                            $4.00 

Bacon & Egg Muffin                                                     $4.00 

Mini Pizza                                                                     $1.50 

Macaroni Cheese                                                         $3.50 

Ham & Cheese Toasted Sandwich                              $3.00 

Ham & Egg Toasted Sandwich                                     $3.00 

Cheese & Tomato Toasted Sandwich                          $3.00 

Apple Pie                                                                      $2.00 

Lolly Cake                                                                    $2.00 

Tan Square                                                                  $2.00 

Triple Chocolate Brownie                                $2.00 

2x Home Made Chocolate Chip Cookie                       $1.0                                                          

Gluten Free Options 

Salad Ham or Chicken GF                                          $6.00 

Fresh Fruit Salad GF                                                   $3.50 

Chicken Burger GF                                                      $4.50 

Mini Savoury GF                                                          $2.00 

Bacon & Egg Muffin GF                                               $4.50 

Tan Square GF                                                            $2.50 

Triple Chocolate Brownie GF                                      $2.50   


